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John 18:1-19:30  

Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his 

disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his 

disciples. So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to 

happen to him, came forward and asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" They answered, "Jesus of 

Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I am he." Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to 

them, "I am he," they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" 

And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let 

these men go." This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, "I did not lose a single one of those whom you 

gave me." Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear. 

The slave's name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the 

cup that the Father has given me?" 

So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. First they took him to Annas, 

who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the 

Jews that it was better to have one person die for the people. 

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he went with 

Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who 

was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The 

woman said to Peter, "You are not also one of this man's disciples, are you?" He said, "I am not." Now the 

slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it and 

warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself. 

Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus answered, "I have spoken 

openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I 

have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I 

said." When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is that how 

you answer the high priest?" Jesus answered, "If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have 

spoken rightly, why do you strike me?" Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, "You are not also one of his disciples, 

are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not." One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear 

Peter had cut off, asked, "Did I not see you in the garden with him?" Again Peter denied it, and at that moment 

the cock crowed. 

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the morning. They themselves did 

not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out 

to them and said, "What accusation do you bring against this man?" They answered, "If this man were not a 

criminal, we would not have handed him over to you." Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and judge him 

according to your law." The Jews replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone to death." (This was to fulfill 

what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" 

Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?" Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, 

am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?" Jesus 
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answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be 

fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." Pilate asked 

him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came 

into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." Pilate asked him, 

"What is truth?" 

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, "I find no case against him. But you have a 

custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the 

Jews?" They shouted in reply, "Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a bandit. 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and 

they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and striking 

him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know 

that I find no case against him." So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said 

to them, "Here is the man!" When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify 

him!" Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him." The Jews 

answered him, "We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son 

of God." 

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, 

"Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, "Do you refuse to speak to 

me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?" Jesus answered him, "You 

would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over 

to you is guilty of a greater sin." From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you release 

this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor." 

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge's bench at a place called The 

Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about 

noon. He said to the Jews, "Here is your King!" They cried out, "Away with him! Away with him! Crucify 

him!" Pilate asked them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but the 

emperor." Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, 

which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with 

Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the 

King of the Jews." Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near 

the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, 

"Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'This man said, I am King of the Jews.'" Pilate answered, "What I 

have written I have written." When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into 

four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from 

the top. So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it." This was to 

fulfill what the scripture says, 

"They divided my clothes among themselves, 

and for my clothing they cast lots." 

And that is what the soldiers did. 
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Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 

and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said 

to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that 

hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), "I am thirsty." A 

jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it 

to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave up 

his spirit. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sermon for Good Friday, 2017  

- Rev. Giulianna Cappelletti Gray, delivered at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 

Indianola 

Simon Peter was a good guy.  

He was solid. Everyone knew it.  

His motivations: pure. His intentions: good.  

Simon Peter followed Jesus like a good, faithful friend and disciple would. He was so solid 

that Jesus chose him to be the one he would build the church on.  

His nickname was “the rock”.  

Simon Peter was a GOOD GUY.  

 

Right?  

Well, in the grand scheme of things, everything I said is 100% true.  

Except.  

 

If we were to judge Simon Peter just based on his actions on THIS day, we would have other 

words for him. Choice words for him.  

None of the words we would use to describe his behavior on this day would have been 

“good”.  

 

This Gospel exposes his sin—the Gospel brings sin to light; 

The Gospel puts it out there for us to hear, and all of us to imagine, and all of us to try to 

make some sense of.  
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I want us to think about the particular sins Simon Peter committed in a minute. But first, we, 

on this day more than any other day of the year, are called to consider the power of SIN in 

general.  

The prayer book tells us that sin happens when we reject God’s will to instead seek our own 

will.  

God’s will for us is clear. God’s will for us is laid out in the 10 commandments. It is expressed in 

the covenant we made at our baptisms.  

 

- God’s will is that we would have no other gods but the one true God.  

- God’s will is that we would not create idols to bow down to.  

- God’s will for us is that all of us, in our own ways, would love and serve God… and 

likewise, in our own ways, love and serve our neighbors.  

 

But we do not always do this. Even the best among us sin. Over and over again, we fall into 

sin….  

When we sin, strange and depressing things happen! 

 

Our relationships suffer: Our relationship to God is distorted. Our relationships to other people 

get confused- 

Humility wanes… and Pride grows.   

We turn to our own ways-- as we do, we lose our center.  

We stop examining our conscience. We stop trying to discern the right ways to go.  

We live as though we believe the lie that we are only accountable to ourselves…  

 

Sometimes, we are aware of our falling into sin’s grip. But most of the time, it is a subtle 

process. Sin has a way of sneaking up on us.  

Suddenly, though it may not have been our intention, we find ourselves in some situation 

where we’re not acting like our best selves…  

- We find ourselves acting selfish/ acting greedy.  

- We find ourselves full of insecurities, jealousy, rage…  

- We act out of our anger.  

None of us are immune to falling into sin. None of us. Even the “best of us”…  
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Surely- that is what happened for Simon Peter on that day when Lord and Savior was taken 

away. 

Surely, he didn’t start his day planning to fall to sin’s temptations- 

But yet.  

Consider what he did!  

 

First, when Jesus was arrested, Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s 

slave, and cut off his right ear.  

 

The person that Simon Peter maimed with a sword had a name. His name was Malchus.   

Malchus was a slave. He didn’t give orders. He wasn’t in charge.   

 

And so: what we have here, in the midst of chaos and fear, is our “good guy”, the one on 

whom the church was built, drawing a weapon. Shedding blood.  

Peter maimed another human being-- right there in front of his Lord.  

Jesus ordered Peter to put the sword away. “Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has 

given me?” Jesus asked.  

While we may see Simon Peter’s sin as ‘justifiable considering the circumstance’, we can’t 

help but notice that Jesus did not EVER justify sin in any form.  

In this moment, Simon Peter followed his own will…   

 

We sin. Jesus did not.  

We act out of fear and anger. Jesus did not.  

We fall into the temptation of living like we’re out just for number one… Jesus was selfless and 

always ready to lay down his pride. 

 

Looking out for number one-  

This seems to be what next caused Simon Peter to stumble…  
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Simon Peter went into survival mode. He did his best to stay on the outskirts of the action. 

Trying so desperately to fit into the crowd, Simon Peter joined a group of people warming 

themselves by a charcoal fire.  

It was there that Simon Peter denied Jesus.  

What a betrayal. Desperately trying to save himself, Simon Peter denied Jesus. Not one- not 

two—but three times—  

On the day of his death, the one Jesus called the “rock” turned his back on him.  

 

We are overcome by weakness. Jesus was not.  

Jesus kept composure. Jesus remained singularly focused not on saving himself but on doing 

God’s will-  

 

Simon Peter is the kind of sinner we Christians need to take seriously.  

  

We Christians can get so cavilier and confident about naming sin and evil when we see it.  

The adulterer on TV.  

The child abuser we hear about on the internet.  

The suicide bomber on the other side of the world.  

 

We see these “evil” things. We shake our heads. We say we can’t understand how a person 

could do this or do that.  

But actually, we Christians have a unique vocation in our world because of the fact that we 

DO understand evil. We do understand sin.  

While our world may act surprised when sin appears, we Christians should not act surprised.  

 

We know sin. We see it every time we look for it; 

And we don’t have to look in the newspaper to find it.  

 

We find sin when we honestly look back at those times in our lives that we are most ashamed 

to remember. 
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We find sin when we really, truly examine our conscience.  

 

We sinners understand how a little desire to protect ourselves… can lead to betrayal.  

We sinners understand how a little lack of empathy… can lead us to demonize another 

person.  

We sinners understand how insidious sin is… how it can start small… and grow.  

 

And so, though we may not put ourselves into the same category with the most notorious 

sinners in our world, we who are honest admit that we too are bombarded by countless 

temptations.  

 

The horrors of sin are all around us.  

We who know our own sins; we who understand how “good people” can fall so heavily from 

grace--- we are the ones who are called to look the insidious reality of sin in the face and 

work against it.  

  

Jesus took sin seriously.  

Consider the prayer Jesus taught his disciples to pray:  

The Lord’s own prayer bids that we not be led into temptation. It sends up the plea that we 

would be delivered from evil.  

 

Sin can start small. And it can grow. This is why we work so hard to examine our lives, repent, 

confess our sins, and turn back to God. 

In his life, Jesus taught us another way to live; a way that honors God; a way that honors our 

neighbors; a way that leads to life!     

 

We Christians do have a unique vocation in our world to address sin. But not only because 

we understand the problem.  

We have a vocation to address sin because we have the solution.  

 



Giulianna Cappelletti Gray- Good Friday Sermon, 2017 
 

8 
 

Jesus knew that--no matter how hard we may try-- we could not free ourselves from sin on 

our own.  

And so, in his perfect act of mercy, God gave us the gift of his own son to save us.  

 

Our Savior laid down his life for this sinful humanity.  

And in Christ, we are given second chances and third chances and fourth chances (and 

endless chance!).  

In Christ, we have an advocate; a perfect offering for our sin and for the sin of the whole 

world!  

 

God gave us the gift of his only son in order to free us from sin…  

We need only confess our sins and turn to Christ to live.  

 

I focused on Simon Peter’s sin in my sermon. But his sin isn’t the main event here.  

The main event we honor on this Good Friday is what God did through Jesus of Nazareth on 

the hard wood of the cross to wash those sins and the sin of the whole world away for good.  

By the grace and mercy of God through Jesus Christ, Peter and the whole body of us sinful 

but faithful people have received grace upon grace.  

This is our story. This is our song.  

May we look to the cross… point others to the cross… and live.  

Amen.  


