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Dates to Remember :  

May 2    National Day of Prayer at Sunflower County Courthouse steps at noon 

May 7    ECW Women’s Get away Day from 10:30 - 1:00 pm 

May 12 Happy Mother’s Day!  

  -Final Sunday School of the year at 9:30am, Coffee Hour at 10:30am,  Worship at 11am.    

May 13 10:00 am Inreach meeting 

May 14 9:00 am Bingo at Indywood 

May 16 Mission Mississippi at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church at noon 

May 19 Send Off Sunday & Spring Picnic!  

  - Worship at 11:00 am and Potluck Picnic at noon 

  - No Sunday School or Coffee Hour.  

May 20 3:30 pm Outreach meeting 5:00 pm Vestry meeting 

May 26 Final 11am Holy Eucharist before Summer Worship begins (Rev. Gray leads worship)  

June 2 First 10am Holy Eucharist of the Summer! (Rev. Sylvia Czarnetsky leads worship)  
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 On Easter morning, I preached about the life of the Christian as a life of 
discovery. Just as the children searched for Easter eggs and hidden baskets, we 
go about the entirety of our lives seeking to find Jesus in all of his redeeming 
work.  
 As Jesus followers, we are convinced that the Risen Christ is always with 
us. Discovering the Risen Lord in all his redeeming work is truly our lifelong 
challenge and joy.  
 Statistics tell us that the Church in the United States of America is 
changing. As a whole, Americans are growing more secular, less regular in our 
attendance of worship, and less affiliated with faith communities. It can be 
tempting for those of us who are deeply committed to the church to be 
discouraged when we consider numerical decline and cultural changes. 
 Then Easter comes. When Easter comes, we are always reminded to open 
our eyes a little wider. When I open my eyes wider, I see signs of new life all 
around.  
 The trees and fields are green and lush again. The flowers are in bloom. 
The birds are singing loudly. Without a doubt, God's creation is alive.  
 Our community of faith is alive too. We are praying for one another. We 
are pouring over scriptures of Jesus' post-resurrection appearances on Sunday 
mornings. We are tasting the mystery of God's great love for us in the 
sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood. We are making a joyful noise to God with 
song! 
 My goal as the rector of St. Stephen's is to encourage us to hold onto the 
deepest mission of the Church. The deepest mission of the Church is to be alive 
in Christ.  
 We are holding onto our numbers even in the midst of a changing world, 
and in an area with declining population. But even more importantly, we are 
holding fast to the practices of discovery that help to keep our faith alive. 
 As I write, I am overwhelmed with a sense of gratitude for the gift that I 
trust my sabbatical this summer will be. I assure you that I will not be taking a 
sabbatical from worship on Sunday mornings... or bible study... or prayer. 
Rather, I will be holding fast to those practices while I am away because what I 
have discovered is that these practices are the real bringers of new life to me 
each day!  
 Beloved in Christ, I pray that our Risen Lord will bless you during this 
Easter Season. May you taste and see the goodness of the Risen Christ in all his 
redeeming work!  
  Giulianna+ 



OUTREACH NEWS  

Outreach will meet on Monday, May 
20 at 3:30 pm. Please let Pam Woo or 
the church office know if you are 
unable to attend.  

Our church is collecting 
200 boxes of tuna helper for the 
Indianola Food Pantry. Please turn 
them into the Parish Hall.  

Friday, May 31st from 10 - 2 will 
be the food packing day 

June 1st will be distribution day.  

If you would like to volunteer to help on either 
day, please contact Pam Woo.  

CHRISTIAN FORMATION NEWS 

We have just a few Sundays of Christian 

formation this May! All ages, please mark 

your calendars and plan to join us at 9:30am 

on Sundays, May 5th and Sunday, May 12th.  

In Adult formation, we will continue studying 

the Post-Resurrection appearances of Jesus. 

May 5th, we will review the final chapters of 

Mark and Matthew. On May 12th, we will 

review the last chapters of John.  
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INREACH NEWS 

Our Inreach committee serves the church 

through the ministry of prayer and presence. 

All parishioners are invited to join us. The 

next Inreach meeting will be Monday, May 13 

at 10:00 am. In advance of this meeting, 

please submit prayer list updates to the 

church office.  

For a complete St. Stephen’s Prayer list, 

please pick one up each month in the 

Narthex.  

UTO SUNDAY  

The next United Thank 

Offering ingathering will 

be Sunday, June 16th. 

There are boxes available 

to pick up and take home 

to save your change now! 

THANK YOU ST. STEPHEN’S! 

From the Lenten Lunches to Holy Week 

Services to the many responsibilities of the 

Altar Guild, our church family has been busy! 

Thank you for using your hands and hearts to 

serve in so many ways!   

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN EVENT  

The ECW Mystery Get-Away Day is on 

TUESDAY,May 7th from 10:30am-1pm. All 

women are invited to a fun surprise day!  

Call Susan Allen if you would like to attend. 

No tennis shoes required.   

 

Weekdays during Lent, we 

gathered in the early 

morning light to pray 

together. This was such a 

wonderful way to start the 

day that many of us 

decided we wanted to 

resume morning prayer 

more weekdays this fall.  

Palm Sunday marks 

the start of Holy 

Week. Keeping with 

tradition, we  

gathered with Palm 

Branches, processed 

around the church, 

and read the Passion 

of Jesus together.  

From Death to Life!  

Walking through Jesus’ last 

hours with the solemnity of 

Maundy Thursday and Good 

Friday readied our hearts 

and minds to proclaim 

again the joy of Christ’s 

Resurrection. He is risen!    

SEND-OFF SUNDAY & ANNUAL SPRING 

PICNIC  

May 19th will be our 

official sabbatical send-off 

for Rev. Gray. If you 

would like to give her a 

written note of well-

wishes and/or prayers, simply drop them in 

the offering plate at the 11am Service.  

At Noon, we will enjoy lunch together to 

celebrate the end of another great program 

year at St. Stephen’s! Please bring a side 

dish or dessert to share.  

Note that Rev. Gray’s 10-week sabbatical 

starts Memorial Day. A schedule for supply 

and pastoral support has been mailed to all 

parishioners and is available at the office. 


