
 

St. Stephen’s Mission is to be a growing Christian 

family, led by the Holy Spirit,  

and united as we love God and love our neighbors.  

 

Dates to Remember :  

September 1  Final 10:00 am Worship  

September 2  Happy Labor Day! Church office closed 

September 8  Time change Sunday! 9:30 Sunday School, 10:30 Coffee Hour, 11:00 Worship  

September 9  8:30 Inreach meeting, 9:30 ECW Clean up Day and Business meeting 

September 10 9:00 Bingo at Indywood 

September 11 8:30 Morning Prayer, 9:00 Adult Study 

September 15 5:00 Fall Kick off gathering in Parish Hall 

September 16 3:30 Outreach meeting, 5:00 Vestry meeting 

September 18 8:30 Morning Prayer, 9:00 Adult Study 

September 19-22 Cursillo Weekend 

September 25 8:30 Morning Prayer, 9:00 Adult Study 

September 29 12:00 noon Honduras Shoe sorting in Parish Hall after 11:00 am Worship 

October 2  8:30 Morning Prayer, 9:00 Adult Study 

October 6  5:00 St. Francis Blessing of the Animals  
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September, 2019 

  BREAD FOR THE JOURNEY  

 Travel sparks something within us. It awakens us. It causes us to 

consider questions we hadn’t asked before.  

 I’ve heard it said that we think of travel as an external activity, but 

that the greatest gifts of travel are received in our interior life. Upon 

returning, we often find that our own minds and hearts have been expanded!  

 Rich conversations ensue when we share our experiences of travel 

with one another. Through the years, I have enjoyed sitting with many of you 

as you’ve come back from your travels. You’ve been generous to share 

stories of amazing experiences with me.   

 A number of you have had the opportunity to travel internationally. 

Many of you have gone on religious pilgrimages. And many others of you 

have taken trips that are relatively short in mileage but rich in experience: to 

family homesteads where ancestors once lived, or simply to places in the 

wilderness where you had to confront the hardships of living that the modern 

world hides so well.  

 Peter and I are excited to share some of our insights with you at the Fall Kick-Off on Sunday, 

September 15th at 5pm. On this night, we will begin with prayer, according to the form of worship used 

at the Iona Abbey, off the coast of Scotland. We will share a meal, and then Peter and I will tell you 

about our travels this summer.  

 We plan to show you pictures of some of the fascinating places of worship and history we 

visited, highlight historical notes that broadened our understanding of the Anglican tradition, and share a 

bit about how our sabbatical has given us spiritual bread for our continued journey.  

 With September here, you will see from this newsletter that we have lots of rich offerings this 

month. While I am aware that this will be a hectic month for many of us, my hope that is each time you 

carve out time to join us at St. Stephen’s, you will find just a little of the spiritual bread you need to 

sustain you in your continued journey! 

 God Bless and Keep You, Giulianna+ 

 

A puffin taking flight from a ledge 

by the the ancient monastery at 

Skellig Michael, a rocky Island, off 

the Western coast of Ireland  



OUTREACH NEWS  

MEETING UPDATES: The outreach committee 

had a great meeting in August and plan to 

continue our brainstorm about a potential 

parish-wide hands-on outreach project at our 

next meeting, on Monday, October 16th at 

3:30 pm. All are welcome to attend.  

HELP NEEDED: Shoe-sorting will take place on 

Sunday, September 

29th, immediately 

following worship 

Please come dressed 

and ready to work! All 

ages are welcome. 

The shoes we provide 

and prepare will be 

given to people in 

need who are served 

by the annual 

Honduras Medical 

Mission team that is sent from Indianola.  

CHRISTIAN FORMATION NEWS- ADULTS 

Our adult study this 

fall will be called 

“Faith that Works”. 

It will be a bible 

study based on the 

Book of James.  

You’ll have two 

opportunities to 

participate in the 

study each week: 

Sunday mornings at 9:30am (beginning Sept 

8th), and Wednesday mornings at 9am.

(beginning Sept 11th).  

 September, 2019 News From the Pews of St. Stephen’s 

INREACH NEWS 

Our Inreach committee serves the church 

through the ministry of prayer and presence. 

All parishioners are invited to join us. The 

next Inreach meeting will be Monday, 

September 9th at 8:30am. In advance of this 

meeting, please submit prayer list updates to 

the church office.  

 

 

 CHRISTIAN FORMATION- YOUTH  

Parents, mark your calendars for the 

following Sunday mornings. On these dates, 

Christian formation will be held at 9:30am:  

September 29th 

October 13th 

October 27th 

Nov 3rd 

Nov 24th 

Also note:  

1. The Fall Kick-Off, September 15th at 5pm 

will be a learning and worship opportunity 

for ALL AGES.  

2. The Honduras Shoe Sorting project will be 

held at noon on September 29th.   

3. We could use helpers for the St. Francis 

Blessing of the Animals on Oct 6th. Let 

Rev. Gray know if your child can help.   

For Your Calendars 

WEEKDAY MORNING PRAYER  

Beginning on the Wednesday, 

September 11th, we will hold Morning 

Prayer on Wednesday mornings from 

8:30am-9am.  

We are delighted to offer an additional 

time to worship this Fall. Morning and 

Evening Prayer are the Daily Offices of 

the Church. Praying the Daily Office is a 

bedrock of Anglican Spirituality. As with 

all disciplines, it helps to practice with 

others.  

 Immediately following, at 9am, we will 

offer a second opportunity to engage in 

the study on James, for anyone who was 

unable to attend on the previous Sunday 

or for folks who simply would prefer that 

alternate time.  

 

SPECIAL ECW EVENT  

October 28th  

1:30pm  

The ECW will gather 

at the home of 

Marcella Simmons. 

The Rev. Carrie 

Duncan, Delta 

Missioner for the 

Episcopal Diocese of 

Mississippi, will be 

the guest speaker. 

Please make note of 

the date change.   

FALL KICK-OFF! 

Sunday, September 

15th- 5pm  

Speakers: 

Reverends Giulianna 

and Peter Gray  

Topic: Sabbatical 

Reflections  

We will have a special 

service of worship, 

share a meal, and 

learn about monastic spirituality from our 

rector and her husband! All are welcome!  

 

PARDON OUR PROGRESS 

The project to 

enhance the entrance 

of St. Stephen’s is 

nearly complete. 

Thanks to the 

leadership of your 

vestry, and especially 

our Wardens (David 

Fisher and Raymond 

Woo) and Lynn 

Eastland for their hard 

work and dedication, we soon will have an 

entrance that will be more functional, safe for 

our members, and beautiful. The extended 

roof will provide protection from the rain, and 

the railings will enhance our safety as we 

come and go. Good work team!  

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN NEWS  

The ECW will gather to spend a morning doing 

some clean-up at the church on Monday, 

September 9th at 9:30am. immediately 

following the Inreach meeting. Come as you 

are! 

ST. FRANCIS BLESSING OF THE 

ANIMALS  

Sunday, October 6th -5pm  

All pets and people are welcome as we 

give thanks for 

the beauty of 

creation and 

offer special 

blessings for 

pets!  

 


